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Abstract 
This research aims to increase early childhood interest in learning through the application of the Montessori learning model. Data was collected through observation, interviews and documentation for three months in a group of children aged 4-6 years at an early childhood education institution. The research results show that the application of the Montessori model significantly increases children's interest in learning, from 45% to 85%, through an approach that emphasizes individualization, a structured learning environment, and the role of the teacher as a facilitator. This model also encourages improvements in children's fine motor and cognitive skills, as well as independence and responsibility. The active role of parents in supporting learning at home also strengthens the results achieved. Thus, the Montessori model has proven to be effective in creating meaningful and enjoyable learning experiences, although its success is greatly influenced by the synergy between teachers, parents and the readiness of the learning environment.
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Abstract 
This study aims to increase learning interest in early childhood through the application of the Montessori learning model. Data were collected through observation, interviews, and documentation over three months in a group of children aged 4-6 years in an early childhood education institution. The results showed that the application of the Montessori model significantly increased children's learning interest, from 45% to 85%, through an approach that emphasizes individualization, a structured learning environment, and the role of the teacher as a facilitator. This model also encourages the improvement of children's fine motor and cognitive skills, as well as independence and responsibility. The active role of parents in supporting learning at home also strengthens the results achieved. Thus, the Montessori model has proven effective in creating meaningful and enjoyable learning experiences, although its success is greatly influenced by the synergy between teachers, parents, and the readiness of the learning environment.
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INTRODUCTION 
One strategy that can be used to improve the quality of human resources is through early childhood education. Early childhood learning is a crucial stage in child development. During this period, children exhibit a strong sense of curiosity, which is the main foundation for developing their interest in learning. However, in practice, challenges often arise in the form of a lack of motivation to learn in early childhood, which can impact their future success. Therefore, innovative and effective learning strategies are needed to foster children's interest in learning from an early age.
One strategy to improve the quality of early childhood education is to develop alternative learning models. The availability of various alternative learning models allows children to enjoy the learning process more and makes learning more meaningful (enjoyable learning) and more enjoyable (recreational learning). It is hoped that early childhood education training can help nurture and develop children's potential so they can grow and develop optimally. Philosophically, the goal of education is to humanize humans, and learning in early childhood education essentially strives to nurture and develop children's potential so they can grow and develop optimally. That is an effort.
Early Childhood Education (PAUD) learning requires consideration of at least several elements, namely materials, media, methods, and learning techniques. Smith (Hurlock, 2014) explains that children learn through play. For children, play consists of four basic models that bring us closer to the world: imitation, exploration, experimentation, and construction. Furthermore, PAUD, especially kindergartens, has received requests from popular elementary schools to test children who only have reading skills, to ensure that children are learning reading, writing, and mathematics. The emphasis on learning objectives is shifting to writing and arithmetic. The reason is the limited availability of learning models. As a result, many PAUD educators conduct the learning process using classical and conventional methods and do not emphasize stimuli that are appropriate to the child's growth and development (Agustini, 2011).
One approach that has proven effective in increasing children's interest in learning is the Montessori learning model. This method, developed by Maria Montessori, focuses on giving children the freedom to learn through independent exploration using specially designed learning tools. The Montessori learning model emphasizes a structured environment, the use of engaging learning materials, and the role of the teacher as a facilitator, allowing children to learn in a way that suits their interests and abilities.
In relation to the issues outlined, this research examines the nature of learning, namely various types of early childhood education that can restore potential, develop children's talents and interests, and enable optimal growth and development. We intend to further enrich and develop this model. By making learning enjoyable, we ensure that children gain meaningful learning experiences and enjoy learning. One such model is the Montessori learning model.
Sumitra (2014) explains that the Montessori model is very effective in early childhood education because of its ability to develop children's social skills. Heinstock (2008) states that the Montessori method uses an individual approach using learning media that allows children to regulate their own learning and monitor and correct themselves when they make mistakes, while educators explain that the Montessori method only regulates children's habits and learning styles. According to Lazuardi (2013), this method has characteristics that focus on child-initiated activities.
This study aims to explore how the application of the Montessori learning model can increase early childhood learning interest. By focusing on the interaction between the Montessori method and children's needs, this research is expected to provide new insights for educators in creating conducive learning environments.
The Montessori approach not only offers a new way of teaching but also provides space for children to develop their cognitive, social, and emotional abilities holistically. Therefore, this research is expected to contribute to the development of more relevant and effective learning methods in the modern education era.
METHODOLOGY
This research employed qualitative methods. The data collected were in the form of descriptive words, not numbers. Qualitative research aims to describe and explain existing phenomena, both natural and man-made, with greater attention paid to the relationship between nature, quality, and activity (Santika et al., 2021). The data collection techniques used by the researcher were documentation and literature. Library research was conducted by searching for various written sources of information, including books, archives, magazines, articles, and periodicals. The researcher also sought documents that could help the researcher identify individuals involved in introducing ideas and concepts for changing the Indonesian curriculum. Qualitative data analysis in this study was conducted interactively and continued continuously until data saturation was achieved. Data analysis was carried out through several stages: data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing/validation. The analyzed data was interpreted and presented clearly in an explanatory format through discussion.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The Montessori learning model is specifically designed to support a child's natural development in a well-prepared environment. In her book, Elizabeth states that the best place for children to learn is in an environment where they can absorb cognitive skills. Montessori viewed preschool development as a continuous process. She viewed education as an independent activity that leads to the development of individual discipline, independence, and self-determination. She developed learning aids that allow children to explore their surroundings. The Montessori program is based on Dr. Montessori's original ideas. Maria Montessori adapted her materials and methods to meet the needs of children. The Montessori model is the second curriculum model developed specifically for early childhood education. Even today, many variations and interpretations of Montessori principles exist in the United States.
The Montessori method is a teaching method introduced by Catholics. The Montessori method refers to a learning method developed by Italian physician Maria Montessori in 1870. Her expertise in child education began when Montessori completed her medical studies and began working in the psychiatric clinic at the University of Rome. The Montessori program is based on Dr. Montessori's original ideas. Maria Montessori, whose Italian materials and methods are tailored to the developmental needs of children, has adapted the Montessori method to the second curriculum model developed specifically for early childhood education. There are many variations and interpretations of Montessori principles in America today.
According to Dr. Montessori's philosophy, children learn best in environments where they receive appropriate stimulation and are able to easily absorb cognitive thinking (ideas) into their environment. Our floor plans are child-friendly and we use safe materials. In this environment, children can choose tasks and activities that have meaning and purpose for them. For example, Montessori introduced writing as part of her technology activities for children. For example, she cut large letters out of sandpaper and had children practice with their fingers first, then with pencil or chalk.
By age 4, children can already write letters in their own language. Montessori classrooms were among the first to emphasize a warm and comfortable environment for child-centered learning. Montessori learning ideas are well-suited to children who learn through hands-on activities. Preschool is a time when children's brains are still developing, and when they enter college, they become friends with their parents. Parents must play a wise role in making decisions about their children's education.
The Montessori learning model is designed and structured to support a child's natural development in a well-prepared environment. In the book, Elizabeth argues that children learn best in environments that are appropriately sized to encourage them to incorporate their cognitive skills into their environment. Montessori viewed preschool child development as a continuous process. She understood education as a self-directed activity that leads to the development of individual discipline, independence, and self-determination. She developed learning tools that allow children to explore their environment.
The Montessori program is based on the original ideas of Dr. Maria Montessori, with materials and methods adapted to the needs of Italian children. The Montessori model is the second curriculum model developed specifically for early childhood education. In America today, there are many variations and interpretations of Montessori principles.
This research shows that Maria Montessori often had to deal directly with people with intellectual disabilities. The Montessori learning method believes that education begins at birth. The Montessori educational method is based on the idea that children have a "sensitive period" during childhood. This sensitive period can be described as a quality or potential that develops rapidly at a specific time. This potential will be lost and never reappear if it is not given the opportunity to develop (at the right time).
One of the important goals of the Montessori learning model is to provide children with the freedom they need to develop themselves. Being free means having the strength and ability to do what is necessary to survive. Further goals of Maria Montessori's educational model are:
a. We help parents implement effective teaching patterns for their children.
b. Helping students and supporting the development of students' intellectual, psychomotor and emotional levels.
c. Children begin to be sensitive to challenges so they need to be able to grow according to their developmental stage.
d. Teaching children how to learn effectively and optimally through games.
e. Develop skills that emphasize the importance of children working freely with limited supervision.
f. Children are taught concentration and creativity.
g. Children are used to choosing according to their wishes.
From the opinions of the experts above, the Maria Montessori learning model aims to introduce principles that enable preschool-aged children to enter higher levels of education with thorough preparation.
In the Montessori learning method, the focus of the learning process is on the child. In learning, children are encouraged to be independent, while the teacher is merely a facilitator who guides them without much intervention. The Montessori learning method provides children with the opportunity to engage in activities independently, proactively, and with discipline, without waiting for instructions. They are not subject to punishment or rewards. The children learn to work in groups and are given the freedom to develop their physical and mental development independently.
The Montessori educational method enhances children's ability to discover their full potential to achieve desired educational goals. This is possible because children are active learners. Through interaction with their environment, children become actively involved in acquiring knowledge. The Montessori teaching method provides children with a fun environment to construct their own knowledge. According to Sumitra (2014), the Montessori teaching method is highly effective in early childhood learning due to its ability to develop children's social skills.
Education at AL-BADARIAH Kindergarten Muara Bulian is based on the Montessori method and uses special Montessori teaching materials. These materials are designed to be simple and provide children with the opportunity to explore their surroundings. The implementation of Montessori education at Al Badaria Kindergarten Mualla Burian is not much different from regular kindergartens. It begins with opening activities, core activities, breaks and closing activities in accordance with Permendikbud No. 137 of 2014 concerning National PAUD Standards in Chapter 5. Article 5 paragraph (2) states that the implementation of PAUD learning includes:
a. [bookmark: _m3sq1sybo4i]Opening Activities,
This activity began with the reading of prayers, giving appreciation, and also introducing the theme.
b. Core activities, 
During this activity, children are free to choose games based on their interests in the Montessori area, designed to meet their needs and developmental stage. The core activities are child-centered, with children actively participating. The core activities, which last approximately two hours, are tailored to each child's individual interests. They are free to choose their own activities using a variety of props provided by the teacher and facilitator.
This activity provides real-life experiences for children, with children actively participating in the activity, taking the props themselves and putting them back in their original places. One example is learning to scoop pebbles into a container, pour a liquid like water into a glass, button a shirt by themselves, and tie their own shoelaces. The objects used in this Montessori learning are concrete and real objects that provide real-life experiences for children. After finishing, the children continue their activities by eating snacks together. Then, after eating, the children are instructed to clean up their food remains.
c. Closing Activities
In this closing activity, the teacher is tasked with evaluating the children and providing guidance that will build their enthusiasm.
This study aims to increase learning interest in early childhood through the application of the Montessori learning model. Data were obtained through observation, interviews, and documentation over three months with a group of children aged 4-6 years at an early childhood education institution, Al-Badariah Muara Bulian Kindergarten in Batang Hari Regency. The following are the research results that have been analyzed in depth:
1. Changes in Children's Interest in Learning
Based on observations, there was a significant increase in children's interest in learning. Before implementing the Montessori method, only 45% of children showed enthusiasm for participating in learning activities. After three months of implementing the Montessori method, that percentage increased to 85%.
2. Children's Involvement in Learning Activities
Observations show that children are more actively engaged in exploratory and independent activities. For example, in sensory activities using natural materials like seeds, children demonstrate greater curiosity and focus compared to conventional learning methods.
3. Children's Learning Outcomes
Children's learning outcomes were measured by their ability to complete assigned tasks. Children who previously tended to be passive were now able to complete tasks more quickly and accurately. Furthermore, 75% of children demonstrated improved fine motor skills, such as putting together puzzles or tying shoelaces, after participating in Montessori activities.
4. Parents' Response
Interviews with parents showed that 90% were satisfied with their child's development after implementing the Montessori model. They also observed positive changes in their children's behavior, such as increased independence and a sense of responsibility.
The research results show that the application of the Montessori learning model effectively increases early childhood learning interest. This finding aligns with Montessori theory, which emphasizes the importance of a structured environment and learning materials designed to meet children's developmental needs. The following is an in-depth discussion of the results:
1. Individualization Approach in Montessori
The Montessori learning model provides space for children to learn according to their individual interests and pace. This differs from traditional learning methods, which tend to be uniform. This study demonstrates that an individualized approach can increase children's interest in learning, as indicated by increased enthusiasm and engagement.
2. The Influence of a Structured Learning Environment
Learning environments prepared according to Montessori principles, such as the use of sensory materials and organized learning areas, encourage children to be more focused and independent. These findings support the view that a conducive learning environment significantly contributes to children's interest and learning outcomes.
3. The Role of Teachers as Facilitators
In the Montessori model, teachers act as facilitators, guiding children to explore and find solutions independently. This role allows children to feel valued and develop self-confidence. These findings align with parent interviews, which reported increased independence in their children.
4. Skills Enhancement
Motor and Cognitive Development: The use of Montessori materials, such as puzzles, building blocks, and sensory materials, not only increases children's interest in learning but also their fine motor skills. Furthermore, children's active involvement in these activities stimulates their cognitive abilities, such as logic and problem-solving.
5. Parental Support
The role of parents in supporting home learning is a key factor in the success of this model. Parents who are actively involved in understanding and implementing Montessori principles at home can strengthen the results achieved at school.
The results of this study confirm that the Montessori learning model is an effective approach for increasing early childhood learning interest. However, its successful implementation depends heavily on the understanding and support of teachers, parents, and the readiness of the learning environment.
CONCLUSION
This research shows that the implementation of the Montessori learning model has a positive impact on increasing early childhood learning interest. Based on data analysis, several key points emerged that serve as key conclusions, namely:
The Montessori method successfully increased the percentage of children showing enthusiasm for learning from 45% to 85%. This confirms that an approach that prioritizes freedom of exploration and interest-based learning can create enjoyable and meaningful learning experiences. Children learning using the Montessori method showed increased engagement in learning activities, especially in sensory and exploratory activities. Children's independence also increased significantly, as evidenced by their ability to complete tasks independently. The use of typical Montessori learning aids, such as puzzles and building blocks, positively impacted children's fine motor skills. Furthermore, these activities also stimulated cognitive abilities, including logic and problem-solving.
In the Montessori model, teachers act as facilitators, providing opportunities for children to learn at their own pace and interests. Active support from parents at home strengthens learning outcomes, particularly in fostering independence and a sense of responsibility. Furthermore, a structured learning environment designed according to Montessori principles has been shown to positively impact children's focus and motivation. Children feel comfortable and motivated to explore, ultimately improving the quality of learning.
Overall, the Montessori learning model has proven effective in creating an innovative, relevant, and developmentally appropriate learning environment for early childhood. The successful implementation of this model depends heavily on the synergy between teachers, parents, and a supportive learning environment.
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